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Hiwassee State Scenic River & QOcoee
River Recreation Area

These in’ccrnationa||5~rccognized white water sites are
well known for their scenic beautg and recreational
oPPortuni’cfcs. The Ocoee was the site of the canoe
and kaqak slalom races for the 1994 Atlanta O!gm Ics.
This Pérlc offers many op| rtunities for the outdoor
enthusiasts from ra?ti\ng a,;ig the Ocoee to en]oging
Fishing for trout in the Hiwassee River. o

Historical signi{:icancc

The Hiwassee River, included in the Tennessee Scenic
River 555tem_. extends from the North Carolina line and
turns west into Tennessee. This river, named after a
Cherokee word meaning “a meadow place at the foot of
ishcdhiﬂs,” drains over 750,000 acres of most!g forested
and.

Campin

Gee Creek Cam round, located at the Hiwassee
Scenic River site, has 47 Primiti\re campsites all with
tab|es_. fire rings, iﬂs, amphitheatcr with elcctricitg,
horseshoe pits ang volley ball court. A public water
5UPPI5, anc!ja bathhouse with hot showers serves the
area. A Iarge overflow camPin_g area is also available.
Additional cam grounds are available on the Ocoee
River oPcrated Eﬂ the U.S. Forest Service.

Boating
F‘!oatin_g, canoeing and raFting constitute the major
attraction for both the Hiwassee and Ocoee Rivers.
Based on the International Scale of River Difficult : the
rivers have Class I, I, 1lI, IV and V rapids. Whﬂeybc)th
locations are exceP‘cfc)naI white water settings, users
should be aware that even P|ac]d |ooldng streams are
tentia“g hazardous for those unskilled and unfamiliar
with the basic techniqucs of ﬂoating or water 5a)cctg.
Coast ¢ uard a Pro\red, minimal tgpc 3, life iackets are
required for all recreational activities along the stream
bed in the Ocoee and typeZor3arere uired for boat-
ing/ ﬂoatfng activities on the Hiwassee. Paddlers on the
Ocoee River should be 12 years of age, alcoholic bever-
ages are rohibited and ‘glass bott es, aluminum cans
and 5t5rolcoam are thiitc& on both rivers. The
Hiwassee River flows through both Pr‘i\:ate and Public
lands and Permission must ﬁe abtained Prior to cntr&]

'F()I" aT'IH PUT‘P()S&.
Fishin 4

The Hiwassee, known as a po ular trout stream, also
offers anglers fine catches of Eass, gc“ow crch_. cat-
fish, brown and rainbow trout. A 3 mile stretch of the
Hiwassee River from E)fg Ben Parlc]ng area to Reliance
offers trophy-sized trout. There is a 2 fish, 14 inch-size
fimit and artﬂl-::'cial lures are onlg allowed on this section.

Hikin

Man nﬁes of foot and horse trails meander thrt:ugn the
Hiwassee and Ocoee areas and Cherokee National Forest.
The John Muir State Scenic Trail also crosses this re_gjon.

Planned Programs
Planned intcr]:)retatfvc activities are offered year round.
Contact the Parlc office for more information.

Picnic Areas

Ficnic areas are equiPPed with tables and grius and are
located a!ong the Hiwassee and Ocoee rivers. Thcg are
oPcratecl bfi' state and federal agcncies.
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